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Response to Arguments 

In response to the previous Office action, which rejected claims 1-5 under 35 
U.S.C. §102, Applicant has canceled claims 1-5 and added new claims 6 and 7. 
Applicant has also fully complied with 37 C.F.R. §1.111 by providing distinguishing 
features between the newly presented claims and the references previously applied. 
The pending claims are unpatentable for reasons set forth below. 

Specification 

Applicant's substitute specification filed 26 September 2007 is acknowledged and 
approved for entry. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 6 recites the limitation "said oil storage zone" in the last two lines. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
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by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
United States Patent Application No. 2006/0153677 A1 (Winkler et al. hereinafter). 

Winkler et al. show an axial fan having a lubrication system design to mitigate oil 
leakage, wherein a fan frame 74 has attached thereto a motor base 78; a bearing seat 
38 with two ends disposed in the motor base 78 and receiving a bearing 36; a sealing 
plug 62 blocking or closing off one end of the bearing seat 38 end and containing 
lubrication oil 1 10; a fan blade wheel 22 with a shaft 34 fit within the bearing 36 and the 
shaft 34 having a free end with an annular recess 58; wherein an annular plate-shaped 
stop member with a central hole 1 14 is joined to the bearing seat 38 for the shaft 34 
being capable of passing through the hole and fitting with the bearing 36; the sealing 
plug 62 having a groove for receiving oil 64 and accommodating the end of the shaft 34; 
and a clearance between the stop member 114 and the shaft 34 to prevent oil from 
leaking therethrough (see FIG. 2). 

For claim 7, the stop member claimed as "attached to the inner surface of said 
upper end" is not patentably distinguishable from the Winkler et al. reference since the 
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Winker et al. reference shows the stop member 1 14 being integral with the bearing seat 
38, and is therefore "attached" to the inside surface. Also, the "closed lower end" of the 
bearing seat is anticipated by the Winkler et al. bearing seat 38 being closed by the stop 
member 62. 

Winkler et al. recite in claim 26 a "capillary gap" between the element 1 14 and 
the fan wheel, which anticipates Applicant's molecular clearance claim limitations. The 
gap is formed between the shaft 34 and the element 1 14, although the outer surface of 
the shaft does not oppose the element 1 14 to define the gap. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Richard Edgar whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4816. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 7 am- 5 pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Look can be reached on (571) 272-4820. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Richard Edgar/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3745 
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